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Caring for Our Children- 3.2.2.5: Hand Sanitizers; American Academy of Pediatrics


	
SUBJECT: Use of Hand Sanitizer

1. Team members and children should follow the CDC guideline for proper handwashing. Hand sanitizer does not remove dirt. 

2. Keep all hand sanitizers out of the reach of children.

3. Hand sanitizer can be used when soap and water are not available. 

4. Staff should also use hand sanitizer before putting on or removing their mask.  

5. Hand sanitizer is located in each classroom and at the entryway for each building. Adults should use the wall dispenser when entering the building or going from one room to another. 

6. Children will wash their hands upon entry to the classroom. 

7. The FDA does not recommend hand sanitizer for infants (12 months and under).

8. Always supervise the children when they use hand sanitizer. A small amount of hand sanitizer is recommended.

9. Teach the children to rub their hands together immediately until most or all of the hand sanitizer is dry. If their hands are still wet, then air dry.

10. Remind the child to keep their hands out of their mouths after the hand gel is applied.

11. The American Academy of Pediatrics states that swallowing just a tiny amount of hand sanitizer can cause alcohol poisoning in children.

12. Even a small amount of alcohol can poison children, depending on their weight and age. Alcohol poisoning in children can cause low blood sugar, seizures, coma and death.

13. Call 911 right away if you think your child has swallowed hand sanitizer or if your child has collapsed, is having a seizure, is having a hard time breathing or you can’t wake him or her up.

14. For non-life-threatening situations, call Poison Control at 1-800-222-1222.
